
We’ve Crushed the Pool!

O ur Crush the Pool Party on June 27 marked 
the end of an era—and the beginning of 

an exciting new chapter at Loyola Academy—as 
alumni, coaches, pool benefactors, parents and friends 
celebrated the kickoff demolition of our 1950s-era pool.

Guests gathered to watch the south wall of the old 
pool come down as Loyola Academy President Rev. 
Patrick E. McGrath, SJ, proclaimed: “Our campus is 
undergoing a renaissance. Thank you for making this 
renaissance possible.” 

Loyola has dedicated the soon-to-be constructed 
aquatic center to the memory of swimming, diving and 
water polo team member John D. Norcross ’54 to honor 
his love for Loyola aquatics and his extraordinary 
bequest making him the largest benefactor in the 
history of Loyola Academy. 

After graduating from Loyola, John went on to 
play water polo for Stanford University and attended 
Northwestern University’s School of Law. He eventually 
founded a successful Chicago property tax law firm, Crane 
and Norcross, with fellow Rambler Michael E. Crane ’54. 

Over the years, John frequently returned to Loyola 
to celebrate Rambler athletics. Aided by Loyola 
Principal Gifts officer and alumnus, Les Seitzinger ’88, 
John became one of the first benefactors to invest in the 
Aquatic Initiative. After he passed away in November 
2014, Loyola received word that this loyol alumnus had 
engaged in a final act of generosity by leaving a multi-
million-dollar estate gift to Loyola Academy in his will. 

The new John D. Norcross ’54 Aquatics Center will 
be housed in a light-filled, two-story natatorium with 
separate team and physical education locker areas, a 
coaches’ office, a wet classroom adjacent to the pool 
area and advanced mechanical systems designed to 
ensure optimal indoor air quality.
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John D. Norcross ’54, center, and with fellow members 
of the 1953-54 swimming and diving team (top row, 
third from right)



Graduates leave Loyola Academy prepared for lives of leadership and service.

Smart Giving in 2018 

The Tax Cuts and Jobs Act of 2017 has captured 
the nation’s attention and left many people with 

questions such as: How will the new law affect my 
charitable gifts to Loyola Academy and other charitable 
interests I support? What are some of the most  
effective ways to make my charitable gifts this year  
and in the future?

The answers to these questions will depend on your 
individual circumstances, so it is always wise to discuss 
any giving ideas with your accountant or other advisors. 
Generally speaking, there are a number of positives in 
the law where charitable gifts are concerned:

• Tax reductions for most Americans will increase the 
amount available to make charitable gifts

• The charitable income tax deduction was preserved 
and the allowable deduction was expanded for some

• Fewer people will be subject to the federal estate tax 
than ever before 

• The tax advantages of giving from retirement plans 
and giving certain types of assets remain the same

For example: If you are age 70½ or older, you can make 
tax-free gifts directly to qualified charitable organizations 
and institutions from your Individual Retirement Account 
(IRA). This is a tax-effective way to make charitable gifts—
in any amount totaling up to $100,000 per person, per year 
whether or not you deduct your gifts on your tax return. 
You can even count these gifts toward any amount you are 
required to withdraw each year.  

Another example: Making gifts of stocks or mutual 
funds that have increased in value may be particularly 
attractive. When you give this way, your tax deduction 
is based on the current value of the stocks, not just the 
amount you paid for them. As an added benefit, no 
capital gains tax will be owed on the increased value. 
This also allows you to conserve your cash for other uses.  

We are happy to discuss charitable giving ideas with 
you, confidentially and with no obligation, and offer ways 
to continue your support of Loyola Academy in the future. 



Should I Write  
My Own Will?

I f you are taking a fresh look at your financial 
plans this year in light of tax reform, remember 

that everyone should have a will. When faced with the 
prospect of making a will, many people wonder: Can’t I 
just write it myself?

After all, it seems like a fairly simple matter to 
put down in writing how you want your property to 
be distributed, and there are plenty of commercially 
available do-it-yourself will documents and programs 
that promise ironclad results.

Ensuring your will is valid 
Unfortunately, what most homemade wills save in 

time and attorney’s fees is not worth their eventual 
cost to your loved ones. Many such wills are declared 
invalid by the courts. Others contain errors that create 
unnecessary confusion and delays. 

Unless your will is drafted by a competent attorney 
who knows your state’s laws, there’s no guarantee that it 
will be legally valid.

Money well spent 
So how much does an attorney charge for writing a 

will? That depends on how simple or complex your plans 
are, but the cost is generally less than you think. Ask 
your attorney in advance about the fees—it’s a question 
they answer routinely.

Enlisting the aid of a trusted attorney is the best way 
to ensure that your will works as you intend. Think of it 
as a modest investment in the future well-being of your 
loved ones, as well as in your own peace of mind.  

If you do not have an attorney, ask friends, relatives 
or your local bar association for recommendations. Once 
your plans are in place, review them regularly to ensure 
that your wishes are kept up to date.

goramblers.org/plannedgiving

Generous gifts from friends like you help each student 
grow spiritually and intellectually.

The purpose of this publication is to provide general gift, estate, and financial planning information. It is not 
intended as legal, accounting or other professional advice. For assistance in planning charitable gifts with 
tax and other implications, the services of appropriate advisors should be obtained. Consult an attorney 
for advice if your plans require revision of a will or other legal document. Tax deductions vary based on 
applicable federal discount rates, which can change on a monthly basis. Some opportunities may not be 
available in all states. © Copyright 2018 by SHARPE newkirk. All Rights Reserved. NNNPDF-18



Sample Bequest Language

If you would like to make a gift to Loyola Academy in 

your will or living trust, you may want to suggest that 

your attorney include language such as:

“I give, devise and bequeath to Loyola Academy 

(Tax I.D. 36-2367981), located at 1100 Laramie 

Avenue, Wilmette, Illinois, the sum of $                  ,  

or           percent of the rest, residue and remainder of 

my estate for the benefit of Loyola’s general purposes.”

Thomas J. Cramer
Principal Gifts Officer and 
Director of Planned Giving
1100 Laramie Avenue
Wilmette, IL 60091-1089
847.920.2431
goramblers.org/plannedgiving

Start your Christmas season with the joyous 
sounds of your season’s favorites.

Join us for an afternoon or evening filled with the heavenly voices of the Loyola Academy Choirs  
conducted by Matthew Begale. We would like to extend a special invitation to our Golden 
Ramblers and Golden Graduate Parents.

What: Christmas Carols Concert featuring  
the LA Choirs and Orchestras.
Where: Christian Heritage Academy,  
315 Waukegan Road, Northfield, Illinois
When: Saturday, December 1  
Either a 3 p.m. or 7 p.m. performance.

How: Tickets will be held for you at the ticket 
table at the entrance.
Seats: All seats are reserved. 
If you have any questions, please call Tom 
Cramer at 847.920.2431 to reserve your seat 
or for more information.


